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feel in their hearts the love of their country, and are con-
scious of abilities to promote its happiness, would assemble
on this great occasion, and that the collective wisdom of
this house would be exerted, when the lives and fortunes,
and, what is yet more worthy of regard, the virtue of the
people is involved in the question*

As there can be no avocations which can possibly with-
hold a wise man from counsels of such moment to his
country, to himself, and to his posterity; as there is no in-
terest equivalent to the general happiness ; I cannot sup-
pose that either business or pleasure detain those who have
not attended at the examination of this bill; and therefore
imagine, that they are absent only because they have not
been sufficiently informed of the importance of the question
that was this day to be discussed.

It is therefore, my lords, necessary, in my opinion, that
on the day of the third reading they be again summoned to
attend, that the law which is allowed to be only an experi-
ment, of which the event is absolutely uncertain, may be
examined with the utmost care; that all its consequences
maybe known, so far as human wisdom is able to discover,
and that we may at least be exempt from the imputation of
being negligent of the welfare of our country, and of being
desirous of avoiding information or inquiry, lest they should
retard our measures or contradict our assertions.

But since it is reasonable to believe, my lords, that many
of those, who might assist us in this difficult inquiry, are
now in the country, it is necessary, that our summons may
have the effect which is desired, to defer the reading for
some time. For to what purpose will it be to require their
presence at a time at which we know it is impossible for
them to comply with our orders ? To direct what cannot
be done is surely in its own nature absurd and contempti-
ble, and on this occasion will expose not only our under-
standing but our honesty to doubts; for it will be ima-
gined, that we are only endeavouring to make false shows
of caution and accuracy, and that we in reality desire to
determine without the concurrence of those whose pre-
sence we publickly require.